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German slams cheap versions of our national dress

Carlo’s trying to save

the kilt — from Germany

IT’S enough to leave Rabbie Burns

dumfoonert.

But like it or not, the
Scoftish Kilt — steeped
in centuries of tradition
= i5 bcoming the
target of cheap foreign
imilations and replicas,

In East Kilbride's Licl it
ook 15 minuies for the
machine-made version of

the national dress to sell out.

But ns concerned
Iraditionalists continue their
I:!l.ll_q."ﬂ agrainst Uhe Cul-price

ilt invasion, o continenit
fshion designer is also
babihing o Reep genune
kilt-making alive — in the
heeart of Cologne.

Prestigious

For Carlo Josch, & Chilean-
German fashion designer, kilis
are serious Business,

In his sk i, Carlo Josch
Couturier, Carlo sews kilts by
haurd useng traditional
Iechinligiees and Impored
Soodtish material from
prestigiouws Highlamd-wear
wholesaler, Lechoarmon,

11 takes fouer days for Carlos
1 exeple @ Lnalar-rmade Kil,
which sells for around
T80 euros (E560).

1 .|'|l-\.'|ll"|'||l'\-|l gy, he's
scathirg: about cheap machine

By Euan Duguid

made versions, accusing his
caunlrymen Lidl of churning
out “trash’.

At the story of his jourmey
1o becoming Cermsany’s only
traditianol Kilt=-maker s
caompelling.

Carlo™s parents left Chile lor
Germany in 1970 when he was
just D, Carke's futher, whao
was German-Borm hkad foamnd
wiork a5 an engineer and the
Tamily settled in the oulskirts
of Dusseldort.

He explained, =My mother
whs borm i Clhale 30 1 sugposs
| always kept clase ties with
iy oS, When [ was young
shie dressed like many people
there — Chileans are very
Tashion-conscious and wear
formeal attire most of the time.

]"|1|l.=:'_|{in|{ afwles in an
increasingly affleem Germany
also had a strong besairing on
Carte. who says he was
destined to becomie & designer
after his mother taught him e
s ps el

In 150 Carlos began studies
i Fashion dessgn al
Monchenglndbach University
graduating six years laler.

He won an apprenimceship as
& tmiler and then worked for
several inlerntional

componices, including Cinque -~
and Toni Gard, beforne setting
up an his own A decade ago,

The bread and buller of
Carke's work [odny comes
frovm tailoring bespoke suits
for the discermang ity slickers
of Cologns

[t continental couture
sy, Carles says his
heart has long been in
the Highlamds of
Scotlamd,

“When [ was seven
I read @ [ravel Book
wndl hecamae
caplivated by
Sentlmmd

=I1 showed haow
Bagpipes were made
by heand, how the
kilis of old were
made from sheep
wiaen] and the colours
and dves created
frovm the vegelables
and flowers ina
~||:-1_1_|r|;, i,

= was intrigued
by 1he handiwork
andl dexterity
behind these icons
of Scollan:d
really impressed
ma i became
ingraimed in my
A mory.”

A that early
infleenes had a foreful
bearing on the designer's
CATEET,

W T vou work inoa trade

W Caric’s like taiflornng, the mare you do
hand-made g the more confident you

kilts are becomie and [ wis ditermined
made USING 1o give kili-making a oy
:rrr::l.'::;: “The complicated pleats,

stitching. limng — | was sune |
could make a goo job of it s
made o promise o myse]§ jus
after Se1Ting up my hlmEl that
I'd lemrn 10 make o kilt.

His resolve galvanised by a
tour of the Highlsnds in 20404,
Carke trdered a selection of

Q kilt-making books from the

Infermet.

He explained, “To leach
wouirsell samething like
kil-makirg with a book writben
1 your second language &
near impossible, even for a
dhetermined sowl.”

Bt Carlo was undeterred by
Ll manuals — and soughl aut
Imstruction from Scatlamd s
leading kilt suthority.

“IT 0 wanted o make il
pfr{m‘l | had io keamrm from
soameane who Koew it

“Throwggh some fnends in
Scotlond | trecked down the
former ispector of dee Kill
Winkers Association of
Soctland, William Law,

wiho seemed impressesd
by my eredenials wnad
efnsEasm.”

Having convinced the
minster Kilt-maker to take

him on, in 2005 Carlo spent
an intensive three week

“apprenticeship” shadowing
Mr Law at hus workshog in
Invermess.

He said, *In the first twoe
weeks | was led through the
proeess including pleating
Irimming. shitching. lining and
finishing. Nothing was towched
by enaechimne, il wias the iroe
hand-made kill irndition.

“In the third week 1 was belt
1o my own devices, with the
erd resull coming under
mieticulous inspection!®

Meedless 1o say. Carlo
passed with fying colours

Customers

Tk, back in CGermany. the
hulk of his customers consist
ol Ceerman bagpipers and
whisky aficiondos.

Sl 15 @ e numne handnade
kilt really warth it when you
ChA Eet A machine-made one at
o frction of the cost?

“Winhout & Goubl.” asserts
Carlo. After learning the
trade | can make & il to 0
the figure of the customer.

“Hand-mmde versions are
mivch more comifortable amd
durable because of the lining
and weiang. which alse
miakes il a very strong
AT

“If you take care and don't
I:J! an boa much weight, a real

it weill st lifetimee — unlike
s cheap machine-made
vErsien!”

Farmers,

“0 WAD some power the
giftie gle us, 1o see oorsels
as others see us.”

| was reminded of Rabbie's
lines eariier thiz week when |
wins ot & farmers” meeting.

| hawe to admit we farmens ans
prone (o bacoming 8o immersad in
whal we do we often lorget there's
Bif outaide wiorkil

Farmers’ meetings uswally foliow a
ael pattern — which involvas
listening to another farmer talking
abou R e Tarme 1oF this Dellsr
part of an hour and than asking him
guestions aboul iL

- -
Discussion

This formal has baen the mainstay
Gl agpricutiuenl distussion socioliss
up and down the cowntry for many
doecades now, And, in truth, it
protably keys inbo some of the same
digifes &8 rmality TV programmes —
n keen Interest to keam new way's of
diing things lermpened by &
contained desire 10 sea the spoaker
eaughil ouL.

When tnrmers go o meatings the
talk usually revolved around the
Infpst changes to the commen
agricultural policy, grain and stock
prices and recent Improvements In
the conirol of worms in sheep,

So it wos a brenath of fresh pir o
hear somecns rom oulside the
farming industry giving his views on
hove wee run our businesses the
oithiar day,

Caming from the whisky indusiry,
which has clossy — o somatinmgs

unsasy — lies with
Scodtish farming, ha
highlighted just how much
tha twd Inclusiries’ approach o
butiness practice had divenged.

Thas wihiighy indusiry had

@ considoerable

tramsformation on the markating and
preduct dovelopmaent front in recont
yaars. Ard it would appear io b fully
immersed in the cul and thnust of
modarn-day business techniguas.

One of his first criticisms was tha
fact that we farmers show pooar
business practice in leaving ouwr
“eansumir insight managemant™ in

ther hands
af thi big
rivlaibora. 1 think
ihal was managament-spaak 1o the
Tzt Bt w don’l de ongugh ta
promohs ocur own puiic image.

dnd this is rue. & small step has
bean taken in that direction In recand
yoeans with the seiting up of farmers’
markals whann Shoppars can measat
the people wiho grow the food.

They have been a greal success,
with many shoppers appréeciating the
dewr-do-sarth approach — and being
able to pul & face 1o their Tood

producerns.

B Farmiers need (o do more PR, B
like pelebrity chels swch as
SJamiba Qllwar, to lol paaple
oty aboul fresh produce.

Eut the big supsrmarkets havoen't
taken long b laitch on to this tact and
now, i you look carcfully enough
when you're shopping, you might
woedll o0 a piciure of the rugged
teatures of & farmer smiling up &1 you
fraem everything Irom a packel of pork
chops to a bag of Brussels sprouls.

Thiy spaakor also maraslhed &t S
tact that for the majority of the
population most of thedr informntion
about iood and how it was grown and
produced comes from the growing
lesginng of cobsbrity chafs.

“Theas Are T QUYE BVERONE
walches and listens o — bat it's

Down on

the farm

By Brian
Henderson

people in your industry whe sheuld
rightly be claiming the title of foosd
heroes rather than the super-chefs,”
e said.

And he added that for this to
happen tarmers should be much
better a1 working the media and
getting thair volces heard directhy on
indevision and telling thelr own story.

But | suppose we're o ahy and
ratiring bunch — and wa just like 1o
gt on with our oo woak,

This badiof was confirmad ot the
mepating when | bumped into & couple
of farmor friends whe'd Badn
haspitalised recently.

Thiey provided another insight inlo
how athes pecphe view U, Both of
thiem indicatad that thi madical
profossions despaired of larmers.

And it was our desine 1o get back
indo the saddle and work again after
being todd io take time io recuperale
by the docior or consultant that
atiracied the criticiem. S0 maybe we
farmers should sometimes be kess
keen 1o rodl up our shirt-skeoves —

and a deal keener 1o enrol in PR
classos.




